Bomeo Barracks petition 1s on

The campairn to keep the
Bomeo Barracks at Cabar-
lah has gathered more mo-
mennm & Federal Member
for Groom Ian Macfarlane
pTEpaTes [0 present & pefi-
ton to Federsl Parlisment
calling for the base to remain
on the Darling Downs.

Mr Macfarlane has ac-
cepied a petdton beanng al-
mast 2000 signamres Tom
Toowoomba Regional
Comncillor Bill Cahill and
Highfields businessman
Aszhley Heckels.

“The fumre of the Bor-
neo Bamacks is an impor-
tant issue for the people of
Toowoomba, Highfields,
Cabarlah and the Darling
Dwowns and I am determined
to ensure the Fudd Govern-
menst umders tands its sigmifi-
cance both to our region and
the Australian Defence
Force,” MrMacfarlane said.

“It is clear from the re-

members
are adamant that the base
sll.uu.ldsla\rl.nnmregm
“Losing the base would
come at & substamtial cost
to the local economy as itis
one of our most significant
local employers, pporting
hundreds of jobs both &-
lecﬂ_?amimd.lrerﬂy
“It also makes s crotical
contribution to the Anstral-

1ts way to Canberra

ian Defence Force,™
Macfarlane said

The petition was orzan-
ized by the Highfields Bes-
ter Business Group in re-
PO T0 COnCeTns raised at
a meetng of local business
operators, then further dis-
cnssed at a commmmity fo-
rum facilitated by Mr
Macfarlane,

The chairman of High-
fields Better Busimess,
Ashley Heckles, said the
mumber of signaturss col-
lected was Impressive, Ziven
the petition had been in cir-
culation for only a few
weeks.

“We've had a great re-
sponse since the very frst
day the petiion was open
for signanmre ™ Mr Heckels
said. If's mot just the busi-
ness community that has
come ot in force to suppart
the petition, there's also been
overwhelming interest from
residents in Highfields and
surrounds and further into
Toowoomba ™

The petition has alsobeen
supporied by High-
fialds-based Toowoomba
Regional Councillor Bill
Cahill

Cr Cahill said the peti-
tions ends 2 STONE Message
and gives the community a
voice in addition to the for-
mal process.

Member for Groom lan Macfarlane, left, with Cr Bill Cahill and chaiman of
Highfields Better business Ashley Heckels.

“The Toowoomba Fe-
ziomal Council is right be-
hind the campaign to keep
the Barracks and we see
clearly the benefits to the
region, not only in terms of
jobs, bt also in terms of
local infrastmociume. ™ he smid.

Mr Macfarlane will
present the petition o Fad-
eral Parliament during the
UpCOomIng sittings.

Ttwill also comcide with

the release of the Defence
White Paper, which is now
orverdne.

“While Ihave been in on-
going contact with the De-
fence Depamment on this
issue, both under the
Howard Government and
with the current Defence
Minister Joel Fitzgibbon,
the pedden is a powerful
addition to the campaign,
“Mr Macfarlane said

“Io marter what the De-
fence White Paper recom-
mends, the final decizion still
rests with the Defence Min-
ister.

“In addifion to presemnt-
ing thic petition I will also
segk another meeting with
the Minister to make sure
there is no doubt abont how
our commmiry feels about
keeping the barracks,™ Mr
Macfarlane said



