Borneo Barracks petition
sends a message to Canberra

The campalgn to keep the
Bernee Barracks at Cabarlah
has gathered more
momentum, after Federal
Member for Groom lan
Macfarlane  rocelved a
petition for presentation to
the Federal Parllament
calling for the base to
remain  en the [Darling
Downs.

Mr Macfarlane accepied
the petition from Toowoomba
Regional  Councillor  Bill
Cahill and Highfields
businessman Ash Heckles.

“The future of tha Borneo

Barracks is an important issue
far the: people of Toowoomba,

Highfwlds, Cabarlah and the
Darling MNowns and | am
determined to ensure (he
Ruielel Government
understands ils significance
both 1w our region and the
Australian Defence Force,”
Mr Macfarlane said.

“It is «clear from the
response o this petition that
local community members
arc adamant that the base
chiould stay in our reaion.

“Losing the base would
come al a substantial cost
the local economy as it is one
of our most significant local
employers, supponing
huindreds of jobs both directly
and indirectly. 1t also makes
a critical conribution to the
Australian Defence  Force,”
Mr Macfarlame said.

The petition was organisend
by the Highlields Beter
Business Group in response 10
concerns raised al a meeting
of local business operators,
then further discussed al a
community forum lacilitated
by M Macfarlane.
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Toowoomba Repional
Counciller Bill Cahill said,

“This potition sends a strong
message  and  gives  the
community  a  voice  in
addition  to the formal
process.  The Toowoomba
Regional Council is right
behind the campaign io keep
the Barracks and we
clearly the bensfits 1o the
region not only in - jerms af
johs, but also in &
infrastruciure.”

The chairman  of the
Highfields  Betier  Business
Group, Ash Heckles, saud ihe
number  of  signalures
collecied

spp

v oof local

was  impressive,
given the petition had been in
circulation for only a few

wieeks,

“We've had a2 preal

response since the very first
day the pelition was open for
signature,” Mr Heckles said,

“Is non just the husiness
community that has come out
in force 1o support the
petition, there's also been
overwhelming imerest from
local residents in Highfields
and further imo Toowoomba.”

Unforunately the Rudd
Covernment’s Defence White
Papier  has  created  more
guestions than answers abaut
the Barracks,” Mr Macfarlane
EETS

“ know  this will  be
disappointing 1o the residents
and business operators in our
community who have rallied
1o show their support for
reaining the Barmacks
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“Howaever, on the
Government's own criteria for
Defence tacilities laid out in
the White Paper a sirong case
be made in favour of
retaining the Bomeo Barracks
a1 Cabarlah.
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“The White Papor states

that  key principles  for
decicing the fulure needs for
Defence  lacilities  include

ersuring those facilities are
disporsed for security reasons,
ensuring  fagilities
family-friendly  and  well-
resourced  locations  and
ensuring both an urban anel
regional presonce.
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The petition will also leave
thie Minister in no doubt about
how importani the Bomeo
Barracks is for our regicn,”
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B Cabill froen Toownomba Reslomel Catncll and Ash Heckles, Chalrman of the Hightields Retier Business

TOOWOOMBA BYPASS
A GLARING OMISSION
IN RUDD'S NATION
WRECKING BUDGET

Toowoomba and Darling Dawns
ressidents are paying the price for the
Rudd Government's reckless spending
afier the Governmen failed 10 include
the Toowoomba Bypass in a national
infrastructure program in this year's
Budgel, Federal Member for Groom
lan Macfarlane said.

*This will be a birer blow for the
people of Toowoomba and the
Darling Downs whe, for the second
year in a row, have becn denjed
answers abow why the Rudd
Covemnment reneged on the previous
Government’s allocation of $700
million to begin construction work,”

Mr Macfarlane said.




