B communiTy

Opposition barracks pledge
encouraging - developer

From our perspective it
is encomaging to see that the
Coalition, thronzgh sitting
member Isn Macfarlane,
have provided a clear umder-
tzking to leave Bomeo Bar-
racks operational and i its
present location.

This is a crifical piece of
Toowoom-ba's economic,
social and defence infrasmc-
tare which has been an infe-
gral part of our commumity
since the 19405

The loss of over B0 jobs,
3105m per year and 200
homes from our Too-
womba commmumnity wonld
be a disaster and would ham-
per progress and develop-
ment of our reZion &t 4 mim-
ber oflevels.

While the present Federal
Government have advized
s viz letter fom the De-
fence Minister, Senator
Faulkner {December 200
that they have sent Defence
back to the drawing board
and have not accepted the
advice of the Defence White
Paper Audit pertaining to
the establishment of Super
Bases, we have seen no fiar-

ther moves to set up the
community censultaton
committes as advised by
the Senator.

While the AT P are advis-
ing that thers have besn no
bases named for closure, the
Diefence Assoc-iation's Mail
James quite openly narmes
the bases in N5W, South
Ansialia and Bomes Bar-
racks in Cueenzland.

Mr James's rhetoric
would have us believe that,
a5 & commumity, we should
justroll over and accept the
inevitshle closure of Bomeao
Barracks based on national
defence inferest and sound
BCONOIIICS.

The rough economic
medeling fizures we have
zoen propesed for the es-
tablishment of Supsr Bases,
by the industry experts,
laads us to believe that they

Furthermors, the De-
fence White Paper has noomi-
nated criteris for a defence
base’s location and sTong
Comrmumity conmectivity is
one of them along with
maintzining a high level of

Diefence personne]l accep-
tance of the area in which
the hase i= located.

Bomep Barracks has all
thiz and some mors (based
on Defences’ consultanis
own Teseanch.)

Crur community doses not
WDt Ay maore spin on this
issme All wewant is fior the
Federal Government to be

racks to the Toowoomba
region. - Mac Stirling,
Managing Diirector
Lander Piy. Lid.
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